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CarpetCycle LLC

Specification for recovery of post-consumer carpet and diversion from landfill

1.1 Scope of Work

Client specifies that all existing carpet (post-consumer carpet) and existing carpet waste be recycled in the best possible manner.  LEED credits are available for recycling old carpet during existing building renovation.  “Environmentally friendly” carpet recycling methods should be performed subsequent to job completion.  In this case, “environmentally friendly”methods consists of either:

1. Recycling is turning waste materials into new materials of the same value, such as carpet into carpet.

2. Upcycling involves turning waste materials into more valuable products.  For example, using waste PET (plastic from soda bottles) to spin new fiber for PET carpets.

3. Downcycling creates less valuable products from waste materials.  Reprocessing old carpet into molded plastics such as car parts or railroad ties; or post-consumer content carpet padding are examples of downcycling.  Downcycling also includes using spent carpet as an alternative fuel source (e.g.:cement kiln fuel) or for waste-to-energy operations.

4. Repurposing allows a product to be reused by an organization or individual.  CarpetCycle assists in facilitating the donation of used carpeting to non-profit organizations across the U.S.

CarpetCycle guarantees that all post-consumer carpet collected from clients commercial facilities will be diverted from landfill through one of the above listed methods.

1.2 Description of Services

Collection:

Carpet must be removed from the existing installation based on the type of material and jobsite conditions.  CarpetCycle will audit client facilities to determine existing carpet type and the most efficient rip-up and collection method.  Fewer handlings of the old carpet during removal and collection translates to cost-savings for the client or general contractor.  Small samples of existing carpet may be sent to CarpetCycle during the design phase for pre-qualification.

Specifications for removal from the jobsite are as stated:

A. Removal of post-consumer carpet tile for recycling:

1. Approved carpet tile must be palletized and secured for shipping. (typically shrink wrapped)

2. Tile must be kept dry and free of any moisture damage.

3. Carpet tile must not contain any non-carpet debris. (i.e.: sheetrock or ceiling tiles)

B. Removal of post-consumer broadloom carpet for recycling :

1. Rolled carpet should not exceed 6 feet in width by 2 foot diameter.

2. The carpet must be accumulated and kept dry for shipping and processing.  CarpetCycle will determine the most efficient method of collection for each job location.

3. Rolls must not contain n any non-carpet debris.

C. Repurposing of post-consumer carpet.

1. Approval of the material for possible donation will be determined at the jobsite.  Typically, old carpet tile which is not suitable for reprocessing into new carpet is considered for donation.

Certification:

A certificate and letter will be furnished upon request verifying the reclamation of the                          carpet and the pounds of material diverted from the landfill.  Up to 2 LEED credits are available for recycling of old carpet through LEED Commercial Interiors or LEED Existing Buildings.
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